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This Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer (LGBTQ) Oral History Project began as a key 
component of a cross-listed Boise State University course, Intro to LGBTQ Studies (GEN 380, 
HIS 381, SOC 497). Dr. Riley Caldwell-O’Keefe taught the course and designed the project as 
an interactive learning tool to help students understand LGBTQ history, with special emphasis 
on Idaho history, and the impacts of this history on local individuals. In addition to this history 
and context, students learned interviewing techniques throughout the semester. We discussed 
ethical considerations and obtained Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval for the project. 
Throughout the process, we worked with Boise State Special Collections and Archives librarians, 
Alan Virta and Cheryl Oestreicher. The culmination and digital release of the collection would 
have been impossible without them. We are thrilled and honored to offer these first-person 
insights which help provide a more well-rounded and comprehensive story of Idaho history. 
 
Name : Janie Burns 
 
Biography: Janie Burns was born in Nyssa, Oregon in 1955. She joined the military before the 
ruling of Don’t Ask/Don’t Tell. Currently, Burns is not active in the LGBT community, but is 
supportive of their efforts. Instead, she focuses her time and attention on food issues such as 
hunger and local food movements. She now runs a farm and sells produce at the local farmer’s  
market. Growing up in an era of Title IX, Burns is aware that change comes slowly. She is 
interested more in legal rights such as insurance and property transfer more than marriage. 
 
Keywords : Title IX, military, Don’t Ask/Don’t Tell, farmer, food issues, sports 
 
Interview date : 11/28/2011 
Interviewer: Heather Bourbon  
Interview duration: 46:30 
City: Nampa 
 
Timed Notation: 
00:00 Introduction  
00:36 Background and Childhood 
01:45 College  
02:25 Religious Background 
03:06 Coming out  
05:43 Realization of sexual identity  
06:40 Support for coming out 
07:24 Influential events  
08:25 College Friends  
09:03 College of Idaho 
10:08 Aspects of coming out  
10:39 Boise LGBTQ community  
12:38 Local farming community 
14:34 Outsider’s view of Boise’s LGBTQ community  
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18:19 Living in a conservative state 
21:05 Change in LGBTQ community  
24:35 Feeling comfortable in Boise  
24:58 Participation in other communities 
25:32 Current Partner 
26:24 Children   
26:38 Just coming out in Boise 
27:20 Military  
30:40 Experiences of coming out  
31:43 Friends in Boise’s LGBTQ Community  
32:34 How someone becomes gay 
33:04 Male Partners 
33:20 Experiencing when first coming out  
34:12 Coming out in college 
34:58 Family members 
36:32 Being with her partner  
37:06 Staying in Nampa  
37:28 Joining Boise’s LGBTQ community  
38:13 Idaho legalizing gay marriage  
39:00 Challenges in not being married  
41:08 Her partner  
41:43 Living in Nampa as lesbians  
44:01 Advice to people coming out  
45:36 Giving the interview  
 
